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Combined Transport's EU Transport Policy Expectations  

The road-rail Combined Transport operators and transhipment terminal managers 
have formulated their expectations of European Transport policymakers on the 
occasion of this year's European elections, the formation of the European 
Parliament's Transport Committee, as well as ahead of the nomination of the new 
European Commission. 
 
The UIRR expectations were motivated by the following three overriding desires: 
 

 Create a balanced regulatory playing field in transport to enable fair and equal 
competition of every transport mode offering long(er) distance transport services to 
be based on technical merit and management excellence only. 
 

 Boost the competitiveness of railways by meaningfully advancing towards a truly 
Single European Railway Area in technical aspects, through the accelerated 
implementation of Rail Freight Corridors, the development of the rail infrastructure, 
and the further reinforcement of fair competition in rail operations through the 
elimination of privileged relationships, which continue to prevail in state owned 
railway holdings. 
 

 Temporary measures to assist the transition period are needed in the meantime to 
assist the sustainable modes of transport (rail, inland navigation and short sea 
shipping). These modes are essential components of much needed intermodality in 
long(er) distance freight transport presently disadvantaged by regulatory 
imbalances, which should be temporarily assisted through benefit measures (until 
the desired legislative adjustments are all adopted and implemented). 

 
In order to achieve measurable progress in these topics, the following actions are 
recommended for the 2014-2019 legislative period: 
1. Enact the amendment of the Directive 96/53/EC regarding weights and dimensions 

as adopted in first reading in April 2014 
2. Conclude the Fourth Railway Package Technical and Governance Pillars as proposed 

by the European Commission 
3. Adopt the revision of the European Excise Duty Directive (2003/96/EC) as proposed 

by the Commission (COM/2011/169) 
4. Recast the Combined Transport Directive (92/106/EC) to become an effective 

temporary mitigation and promotion tool 
5. Recast the Eurovignette Directive (1999/62 modified twice by 2006/38 and 2011/76) 

into the eToll Directive 
6. Consistently monitor the progress of implementation of adopted laws through 

consideration of the Commission's Reports 
7. Duly consider the potential that intermodality and Combined Transport can deliver 

towards achieving European transport policy aims during the mid-term review of the 
Commission's Transport White Paper and the formulation of the new Freight 
Logistics Action Plan.  

 
The detailed EU Transport Policy Expectations paper can be downloaded from 
here: http://www.uirr.com/en/media-centre/press-releases-and-position-papers/2014/mediacentre/663-
combined-transports-eu-transport-policy-expectations.html  

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ralf-Charley Schultze 

 
“UIRR, the well recognised industry 
association of road-rail Combined 
Transport, promises to share its 
expertise and to cooperate with the 
European legislators in order to help 
devise the necessary adjustments to 
the European transport regulatory 
framework that are vital to achieve 
the EU's policy aims.” - remarked 
Director General Ralf-Charley 
Schultze on the occasion. 
 

 

Who is UIRR?  
 
Founded in 1970, the International Union 
for Road-Rail Combined Transport 
(UIRR) represents the interests of 
European road-rail Combined Transport 
Operators and Transhipment Terminal 
Managers.   
 
Road-Rail Combined Transport (CT) is a 
system of freight forwarding which is 
based on efficiently and economically 
inserting electric rail into long-distance 
(road) transport-chains through the use 
of intermodal loading units (ILU). 
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